


Q.Where might I find Asbestos in
my home?

Asbestos containing materials have
over the years been widely used in
buildings and domestic goods.
Thousands of tonnes of asbestos
were used in buildings in the past
and much of it is still in place.

You may come across asbestos in
these materials:

lSprayed asbestos mixed with
hydrated asbestos cement -
generally used as fire protection
in ducts, firebreaks, panels,
partitions, soffit boards, ceiling
panels and around structural
steel work.

lThe underneath of pipe ducting
covers.

lInsulating boards used for fire
protection, thermal insulation,
partitioning and ducts.

lSome ceiling and floor tiles.

lMillboard, paper and paper
products used for insulation of
electrical equipment. Asbestos
paper as a fireproofing facing on
wood fibre board.

lAsbestos cement products,
which can be compressed into
flat or corrugated sheets
(corrugated roofing sheets and
wall cladding).

lRainwater pipes, guttering,
water tanks.

lCertain textured wall and ceiling
coatings, e.g. Artex.

lCertain heating appliances, e.g.
warm air and electric storage
heaters.

lFriction materials, e.g. brake
and clutch linings.

lBituminous products.

lReinforced plastic & resin
composites, e.g. toilet cisterns.

Q. Is Asbestos harmful?
Asbestos dust can be harmful if
breathed in, although its effects
may not be seen for years. There
is a risk of breathing in asbestos if
the material which contains
asbestos is in poor condition
(damaged or broken) or is
generally deteriorating.

Q. How do I know if it is
Asbestos?

Asbestos cannot be recognised by
the naked eye and although
asbestos is often described as
being white, brown or blue, the
colour of the substance or the
produce is not generally a reliable
indication.

If you think you may have asbestos
containing materials in your
property which are in poor
condition or you are planning
some D.I.Y. work close to or on
these materials you should first
seek specialist advice (see
overleaf). You SHOULD NOT
cut, drill, saw, sand or scrape all
suspect materials.

Q. Can I remove it myself?
Tenants SHOULD NOT remove
asbestos containing materials.
Where necessary Sandwell Homes
employ specialist contractors to
remove and dispose of asbestos
containing materials.

Q.Where is asbestos likely to be
found?
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